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Political Authority in Burma's Ethnic Minority States Aug 21 2022 This study
examines the enormous variation and complexity that characterize relationships
between the national state and locally-based, often non-state actors who
negotiate and compete for political authority in Burma’s ethnic minority-
dominated states along the borders. Three patterns of relationships are explored:
devolution by the national state to warlord-like local authorities; occupation by the
Burmese military; and coexistence (with varying degrees of cooperation and
understanding) among actors from the national state and local stakeholders.
Throughout these border states, leaders of the Burmese government’s armed
forces and of past and currently-active armed opposition forces operate within a
context that is neither war nor peace, but instead a kind of post-civil-war, not-
quite-peace environment. To understand the complex political arrangements that
have arisen in this environment, this monograph employs the concept of
“emerging political complex” — a set of adaptive networks that link state and
other political authorities to domestic and foreign business concerns (some legal,
others illegal), traditional indigenous leaders, religious authorities, overseas
refugee and diaspora communities, political party leaders, and nongovernmental
organizations. All of these players make rules, extract resources, provide
protection, and try to order a moral universe, but none of them are able, or even
inclined, to trump the others for monolithic national supremacy. Conflict resolution
strategies have to recognize that these emerging political complexes are not
simply unfortunate bumps in the road to peace but instead constitute intricate and
evolving social systems that may continue to be adapted and sustained.
 Political Authority, Social Control and Public Policy Jan 26 2023 This edited
collection examines the intersections of social control, political authority and
public policy, providing an insight into the key elements needed to understand the
role of governance in establishing and maintaining social control through law and
public policy making.
 Principles of Politics Applicable to All Governments Dec 01 2020 Benjamin
Constant (1767-1830) was born in Switzerland and became one of France's
leading writers, as well as a journalist, philosopher, and politician. His colourful



life included a formative stay at the University of Edinburgh; service at the court
of Brunswick, Germany; election to the French Tribunate; and initial opposition
and subsequent support for Napoleon, even the drafting of a constitution for the
Hundred Days. Constant wrote many books, essays, and pamphlets. His deepest
conviction was that reform is hugely superior to revolution, both morally and
politically. While Constant's fluid, dynamic style and lofty eloquence do not
always make for easy reading, his text forms a coherent whole, and in his
translation Dennis O'Keeffe has focused on retaining the 'general elegance and
subtle rhetoric' of the original. Sir Isaiah Berlin called Constant 'the most eloquent
of all defenders of freedom and privacy' and believed to him we owe the notion of
'negative liberty', that is, what Biancamaria Fontana describes as "the protection
of individual experience and choices from external interferences and constraints."
To Constant it was relatively unimportant whether liberty was ultimately grounded
in religion or metaphysics -- what mattered were the practical guarantees of
practical freedom -- "autonomy in all those aspects of life that could cause no
harm to others or to society as a whole." This translation is based on Etienne
Hofmann's critical edition of Principes de politique (1980), complete with
Constant's additions to the original work.
 Political Authority and and Moral Judgement Jul 28 2020
 Public Capitalism Apr 16 2022 In modern capitalist societies, the executives of
large, profit-seeking corporations have the power to shape the collective life of
the communities, local and global, in which they operate. Corporate executives
issue directives to employees, who are normally prepared to comply with them,
and impose penalties such as termination on those who fail to comply. The
decisions made by corporate executives also affect people outside the
corporation: investors, customers, suppliers, the general public. What can justify
authority with such a broad reach? Political philosopher Christopher McMahon
argues that the social authority of corporate executives is best understood as a
form of political authority. Although corporations are privately owned, they must
be managed in a way that promotes the public good. Public Capitalism begins
with this claim and explores its implications for issues including corporate
property rights, the moral status of corporations, the permissibility of layoffs and
plant closings, and the legislative role played by corporate executives. Corporate
executives acquire the status of public officials of a certain kind, who can be
asked to work toward social goods in addition to prosperity. Public Capitalism
sketches a new framework for discussion of the moral and political issues faced
by corporate executives.
 Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica Jan 02 2021 Political
authority contains an inherent contradiction. Rulers must reinforce social



inequality and bolster their own unique position at the top of the sociopolitical
hierarchy, yet simultaneously emphasize social similarities and the
commonalities shared by all. Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica
explores the different and complex ways that those who exercised authority in the
region confronted this contradiction. New data from a variety of well-known
scholars in Mesoamerican archaeology reveal the creation, perpetuation, and
contestation of politically authoritative relationships between rulers and subjects
and between nobles and commoners. The contributions span the geographic
breadth and temporal extent of pre-Columbian Mesoamerica—from Preclassic
Oaxaca to the Classic Petén region of Guatemala to the Postclassic
Michoacán—and the contributors weave together archaeological, epigraphic, and
ethnohistoric data. Grappling with the questions of how those exercising authority
convince others to follow and why individuals often choose to recognize and
comply with authority, Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica
discusses why the study of political authority is both timely and significant,
reviews how scholars have historically understood the operation of political
authority, and proposes a new analytical framework to understand how rulers
rule. Contributors include Sarah B. Barber, Joanne Baron, Christopher S.
Beekman, Jeffrey Brzezinski, Bryce Davenport, Charles Golden, Takeshi
Inomata, Arthur A. Joyce, Sarah Kurnick, Carlo J. Lucido, Simon Martin, Tatsuya
Murakami, Helen Perlstein Pollard, and Víctor Salazar Chávez.
 Political Authority and Bureaucratic Power Jun 18 2022
 The Many Hands of the State Feb 12 2022 The state is central to social scientific
and historical inquiry today, reflecting its importance in domestic and international
affairs. States kill, coerce, fight, torture, and incarcerate, yet they also nurture,
protect, educate, redistribute, and invest. It is precisely because of the complexity
and wide-ranging impacts of states that research on them has proliferated and
diversified. Yet, too many scholars inhabit separate academic silos, and
theorizing of states has become dispersed and disjointed. This book aims to
bridge some of the many gaps between scholarly endeavors, bringing together
scholars from a diverse array of disciplines and perspectives who study states
and empires. The book offers not only a sample of cutting-edge research that can
serve as models and directions for future work, but an original conceptualization
and theorization of states, their origins and evolution, and their effects.
 Authority and Democracy Nov 11 2021
 Authority May 30 2023 Authority is one of the key issues in political studies, for
the question of by what right one person or several persons govern others is at
the very root of political activity. In selecting key readings for this volume Joseph
Raz concerns himself primarily with the moral aspect of political authority,



choosing pieces that examine its justification, determine who is subject to it and
who is entitled to hold it, and whether there are any general moral limits to it. The
readings—by such modern political thinkeres as Robert Paul Wolff, H. L. A. Hart,
G. E. M. Anscombe, and Ronald Dworkin—examine the basic moral issues and
provide an essential introduction to the debate about the nature of authority for all
students of political theory.
 Crisis of Authority Aug 09 2021 Contemporary social and political theory has
reached an impasse about a problem that had once seemed straightforward: how
can individuals make ethical judgments about power and politics? Crisis of
Authority analyzes the practices that bind authority, trust and truthfulness in
contemporary theory and politics. Drawing on newly available archival materials,
Nancy Luxon locates two models for such practices in Sigmund Freud's writings
on psychoanalytic technique and Michel Foucault's unpublished lectures on the
ancient ethical practices of 'fearless speech', or parrhesia. Luxon argues that the
dynamics provoked by the figures of psychoanalyst and truth-teller are central to
this process. Her account offers a more supple understanding of the modern
ethical subject and new insights into political authority and authorship.
 Authority Mar 28 2023 From citizens paying taxes to employees following their
bosses' orders and kids obeying their parents, we take it for granted that a whole
range of authorities have the power to impose duties on others. However,
although authority is often accepted in practice, it looks philosophically
problematic if we conceive persons as free and equals. In this short and
accessible book, Fabian Wendt examines the basis of authority, discussing five
prominent theories that try to explain how claims to authority can be vindicated.
Focusing in particular on the issue of how states can rightfully claim authority, he
rigorously analyses the theories’ arguments and evaluates their strengths and
weaknesses. He also debates anarchism as an alternative that should be taken
seriously if no theory ultimately succeeds in explaining state authority. This clear
and engaging book will be essential reading for anyone grappling with the most
fundamental questions of authority and obligation in political theory and political
philosophy.
 Policy Legitimacy, Science and Political Authority Apr 28 2023 Voters expect
their elected representatives to pursue good policy and presume this will be
securely founded on the best available knowledge. Yet when representatives
emphasize their reliance on expert knowledge, they seem to defer to people
whose authority derives, not politically from the sovereign people, but from the
presumed objective status of their disciplinary bases. This book examines the
tensions between political authority and expert authority in the formation of public
policy in liberal democracies. It aims to illustrate and better understand the nature



of these tensions rather than to argue specific ways of resolving them. The
various chapters explore the complexity of interaction between the two forms of
authority in different policy domains in order to identify both common elements
and differences. The policy domains covered include: climate geoengineering
discourses; environmental health; biotechnology; nuclear power; whaling;
economic management; and the use of force. This volume will appeal to
researchers and to convenors of post-graduate courses in the fields of policy
studies, foreign policy decision-making, political science, environmental studies,
democratic system studies, and science policy studies.
 Is Political Authority an Illusion? Oct 03 2023 What gives some people the right
to issue commands to everyone else and force everyone else to obey them? And
why should people obey the commands of those with political power? These two
key questions are the heart of the issue of political authority, and, in this volume,
two philosophers debate the answers. Michael Huemer argues that political
authority is an illusion and that no one is entitled to rule over anyone. He
discusses and rebuts the major theories supporting political authority’s
rightfulness: implicit social contract theory, hypothetical contract theories,
democratic theories of authority, and utilitarian theories. Daniel Layman argues
that democratic governments have authority because they are needed to protect
our rights and because they are accountable to the people. Each author writes
two replies directly addressing the arguments and ideas of the other. Key
Features Covers a key foundational problem of political philosophy: the authority
of government. Debate format ensures a full hearing of both sides. A Glossary
includes key concepts in political philosophy related to the issue of authority.
Annotated Further Reading sections point students to additional resources.
Clear, concrete examples and arguments help students clearly see both sides of
the argument. A Foreword by Matt Zwolinski describes a broader context for
political authority and then traces the key points and turns in the authors’ debate.
 Justice, Legitimacy, and Diversity Dec 13 2021 This book examines the
management of ethical diversity in liberal democratic institutions by assessing
whether legitimacy can be independent from justice. This book was published as
a special issue of Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy.
 After Authority May 06 2021 This book examines the troubled modern
nation–state and reflects on the “end” of authority, sovereignty, and national
security, and the implications of that end in the coming decades.
 Political Authority and Obligation in Aristotle Feb 24 2023 to follow
 Affluence and Influence Jan 31 2021 Why policymaking in the United States
privileges the rich over the poor Can a country be a democracy if its government
only responds to the preferences of the rich? In an ideal democracy, all citizens



should have equal influence on government policy—but as this book
demonstrates, America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the
preferences of the economically advantaged. Affluence and Influence definitively
explores how political inequality in the United States has evolved over the last
several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest
groups, parties, and elections. With sharp analysis and an impressive range of
data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed policy changes, and the
degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans.
His findings are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income
Americans diverge from those of the affluent, there is virtually no relationship
between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In contrast,
affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy
outcomes whether their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not.
Gilens shows that representational inequality is spread widely across different
policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the
poor, do seem to matter. In particular, impending elections—especially
presidential elections—and an even partisan division in Congress mitigate
representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the
broader public. At a time when economic and political inequality in the United
States only continues to rise, Affluence and Influence raises important questions
about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of all its
citizens.
 ART MYTH AND RITUAL P Sep 21 2022 A leading scholar in the United States
on Chinese archaeology challenges long-standing conceptions of the rise of
political authority in ancient China. Questioning Marx's concept of an "Asiatic"
mode of production, Wittfogel's "hydraulic hypothesis," and cultural-materialist
theories on the importance of technology, K. C. Chang builds an impressive
counterargument, one which ranges widely from recent archaeological
discoveries to studies of mythology, ancient Chinese poetry, and the iconography
of Shang food vessels.
 Encyclopedia of Global Justice Apr 04 2021 This encyclopedia provides a
premier reference guide for students, scholars, policy makers, and others
interested in assessing the moral consequences of global interdependence and
understanding the concepts and arguments that shed light on the myriad aspects
of global justice.
 The Origin of Political Authority Aug 01 2023 Esssay on Catholic political
philosophy. Includes bibliography.
 The Practice of Rights Nov 23 2022 In this book Richard Flathman sets out to



provide a systematic understanding and an assessment of individual rights.
 Skepticism and the Veil of Perception May 18 2022 Since Descartes, one of the
central questions of Western philosophy has been that of how we know that the
objects we seem to perceive are real. Philosophical skeptics claim that we know
no such thing. Representationalists claim that we can gain such knowledge only
by inference, by showing that the hypothesis of a real world is the best
explanation for the kind of sensations and mental images we experience. Both
accept the doctrine of a 'veil of perception: ' that perception can only give us
direct awareness of images or representations of objects, not the external objects
themselves. In contrast, Huemer develops a theory of perceptual awareness in
which perception gives us direct awareness of real objects, not mental
representations, and we have non-inferential knowledge of the properties of
these objects. Further, Huemer confronts the four main arguments for
philosophical skepticism, showing that they are powerless against this kind of
theory of perceptual knowledge
 Political Power Jul 08 2021 Although the concept of power is central to the study
of politics, there is no agreement as to what exactly power is. Power is often
viewed negatively, as domination, though it is also the case that power is created
by people acting in concert, in which case it can have positive effects. Making
sense of this puzzle is one of the aims of this book, which provides the reader
with a clear and coherent way of understanding the various forms and
manifestations of power, and it does so by bringing together the most important
and influential perspectives on power within the political and social sciences.
From the Contents: Mark Haugaard and Kevin Ryan: Power in Social and
Political Theory John Gledhill: Power in Political Anthropology Stewart Clegg:
Foundations of Organizational Power Jill Vickers: Gendering Power: Feminist
Approaches John A. Hall and Siniša Maleševic: The Political Sociology of Power
Philip G. Cerny: Power and International Relations
 Justice before the Law Mar 04 2021 America’s legal system harbors serious,
widespread injustices. Many defendants are sent to prison for nonviolent
offenses, including many victimless crimes. Convicts often serve draconian
sentences in crowded prisons rife with abuse. Almost all defendants are
convicted without trial because prosecutors threaten defendants with drastically
higher sentences if they request a trial. Most Americans are terrified of
encountering any kind of legal trouble, knowing that both civil and criminal courts
are extremely slow, unreliable, and expensive to use. This book explores the
largest injustices in the legal system and what can be done about them. Besides
proposing institutional reforms, the author argues that prosecutors, judges,
lawyers, and jury members ought to place justice before the law – for example,



by refusing to enforce unjust laws or impose unjust sentences. Issues addressed
include: · The philosophical basis for judgments about rights and justice · The
problems of overcriminalization and mass incarceration · Abuse of power by
police and prosecutors · The injustice of plea bargaining · The appropriateness of
jury nullification · The authority of the law, or the lack thereof Justice Before the
Law is essential reading for everyone interested in legal ethics, the rule of law,
and criminal justice. It is also ideal for students of legal philosophy.
 Authority and the Metaphysics of Political Communities Oct 23 2022 This
book explores the metaphysics of political communities. It discusses how and
why a plurality of individuals becomes a political unity, what principles or forces
keep that unity together, and what threats that unity can be faced with. In Part I,
the author justifies the need for the notion of substance in metaphysics in general
and in the metaphysics of politics in particular. He spells out a moderately realist
theory of substances and of their principles of unity, which supports substantial
gradualism. Part II concerns action theory and the nature of practical reason. The
author claims that the acknowledgement of reasons by agents is constitutive of
action and that normativity depends on the role of the good in the formation of
reasons. Finally, in Part III the author addresses the notion of political community.
He claims that the principle of unity of a political community is its authority to give
members of the community moral reasons for action. This suggests a middle way
between liberal individualism and organicism, and the author demonstrates the
significance of this view by discussing current political issues such as the role of
religion in the public sphere and the political significance of cultural identity.
Authority and the Metaphysics of Political Communities will be of interest to
researchers and advanced students working in social metaphysics, political
philosophy, philosophy of action, and philosophy of the social sciences.
 Foucault's Political Challenge Sep 29 2020 This book examines Foucault's
political framework for connecting political authority with practices of freedom. It
starts from the older Foucault's claim that where there is obedience there cannot
be government by truth. Then it shows how this claim runs like a red thread
through his entire life project.
 Three Anarchical Fallacies Jan 14 2022 This book exposes fallacies inspired
by the idea that coercion seems inseparable from government and in doing so
shows that living in a just state remains a worthy ideal.
 The Authority of the Court and the Peril of Politics Sep 09 2021 A sitting
justice reflects upon the authority of the Supreme CourtÑhow that authority was
gained and how measures to restructure the Court could undermine both the
Court and the constitutional system of checks and balances that depends on it. A
growing chorus of officials and commentators argues that the Supreme Court has



become too political. On this view the confirmation process is just an exercise in
partisan agenda-setting, and the jurists are no more than Òpoliticians in
robesÓÑtheir ostensibly neutral judicial philosophies mere camouflage for
conservative or liberal convictions. Stephen Breyer, drawing upon his experience
as a Supreme Court justice, sounds a cautionary note. Mindful of the CourtÕs
history, he suggests that the judiciaryÕs hard-won authority could be marred by
reforms premised on the assumption of ideological bias. Having, as Hamilton
observed, Òno influence over either the sword or the purse,Ó the Court earned
its authority by making decisions that have, over time, increased the publicÕs
trust. If public trust is now in decline, one part of the solution is to promote better
understandings of how the judiciary actually works: how judges adhere to their
oaths and how they try to avoid considerations of politics and popularity. Breyer
warns that political intervention could itself further erode public trust. Without the
publicÕs trust, the Court would no longer be able to act as a check on the other
branches of government or as a guarantor of the rule of law, risking serious harm
to our constitutional system.
 Political Authority and the Nigerian Civil Service Mar 16 2022
 Politics Is for Power Jun 06 2021 A brilliant condemnation of political
hobbyism—treating politics like entertainment—and a call to arms for well-meaning,
well-informed citizens who consume political news, but do not take political
action. Who is to blame for our broken politics? The uncomfortable answer to this
question starts with ordinary citizens with good intentions. We vote (sometimes)
and occasionally sign a petition or attend a rally. But we mainly “engage” by
consuming politics as if it’s a sport or a hobby. We soak in daily political gossip
and eat up statistics about who’s up and who’s down. We tweet and post and
share. We crave outrage. The hours we spend on politics are used mainly as
pastime. Instead, we should be spending the same number of hours building
political organizations, implementing a long-term vision for our city or town, and
getting to know our neighbors, whose votes will be needed for solving hard
problems. We could be accumulating power so that when there are opportunities
to make a difference—to lobby, to advocate, to mobilize—we will be ready. But
most of us who are spending time on politics today are focused inward, choosing
roles and activities designed for our short-term pleasure. We are repelled by the
slow-and-steady activities that characterize service to the common good. In
Politics Is for Power, pioneering and brilliant data analyst Eitan Hersh shows us a
way toward more effective political participation. Aided by political theory, history,
cutting-edge social science, as well as remarkable stories of ordinary citizens
who got off their couches and took political power seriously, this book shows us
how to channel our energy away from political hobbyism and toward empowering



our values.
 Death of the Father Aug 28 2020 'Death of the Father' is a comparative
examination of the crises in symbolic identification and national traumas that
have resulted from the defeat and/or implosion of regimes in Fascist Italy, Nazi
Germany, Imperial Japan and Communist Eastern Europe.
 Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction Sep 02 2023 This book
introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by explaining
why the subject is important and how it tackles basic ethical questions such as
'how should we live together in society?' It looks at political authority, the reasons
why we need politics at all, the limitations of politics, and whether there are areas
of life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections between
political authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the
ways in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a market
economy. David Miller discusses why nations are the natural units of government
and whether the rise of multiculturalism and transnational co-operation will
change this: will we ever see the formation of a world government? ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
 The Popular Sources of Political Authority Jun 30 2023 "Appendix. The
Massachusetts towns of 1780": pages [931]-942.
 Concepts of human nature/condition and political authority in Hannah Arendt's
political philosophy Oct 30 2020
 Islam, the State, and Political Authority Dec 25 2022 The expert essays in
this volume deal with critically important topics concerning Islam and politics in
both the pre-modern and modern periods, such as the nature of government, the
relationship between politics and theology, Shi'i conceptions of statecraft, notions
of public duty, and the compatibility of Islam and democratic governance.
 The Problem of Political Authority Nov 04 2023 The state is often ascribed a
special sort of authority, one that obliges citizens to obey its commands and
entitles the state to enforce those commands through threats of violence. This
book argues that this notion is a moral illusion: no one has ever possessed that
sort of authority.
 Nietzsche's Political Skepticism Jun 26 2020 It is difficult to spell out the
precise political implications of Nietzsche's critique of morality. He himself never
did so in any systematic way. Tamsin Shaw argues there is a reason for this: that
Nietzsche's insights entail a distinctive form of political skepticism.



 Governance in a Global Economy Jul 20 2022 Publisher Description
 Political Power and Corporate Control Oct 11 2021 Why does corporate
governance--front page news with the collapse of Enron, WorldCom, and
Parmalat--vary so dramatically around the world? This book explains how politics
shapes corporate governance--how managers, shareholders, and workers jockey
for advantage in setting the rules by which companies are run, and for whom they
are run. It combines a clear theoretical model on this political interaction, with
statistical evidence from thirty-nine countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, and North
and South America and detailed narratives of country cases. This book differs
sharply from most treatments by explaining differences in minority shareholder
protections and ownership concentration among countries in terms of the
interaction of economic preferences and political institutions. It explores in
particular the crucial role of pension plans and financial intermediaries in shaping
political preferences for different rules of corporate governance. The countries
examined sort into two distinct groups: diffuse shareholding by external investors
who pick a board that monitors the managers, and concentrated blockholding by
insiders who monitor managers directly. Examining the political coalitions that
form among or across management, owners, and workers, the authors find that
certain coalitions encourage policies that promote diffuse shareholding, while
other coalitions yield blockholding-oriented policies. Political institutions influence
the probability of one coalition defeating another.
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